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Limited Partnership Engagement Strategies 

 
Limited Partnership examines issues related to both immigration and marriage equality. 
Community Cinema screenings of Limited Partnership in May come at a key juncture in 
time – with the Supreme Court hearing around same-sex marriage scheduled in April, 
and an expected decision in June that could result in same-sex marriage being legal on 
a national level. The film may be an effective resource to open up channels of 
communication around these issues, and we have provided the following 
recommendations to consider in facilitating and fostering healthy and productive 
community conversations and engagement. 
 
Engagement Campaign Objective  
Our suggested engagement objective for screening Limited Partnership is to spark 
conversations around marriage and love, and what the right for same-sex couples to 
legally marry would mean to your community, state, and our country as a whole. Ways 
to do this may include: 
 

 Facilitating dialogue that prompts participants to reflect on how these issues 
affect them individually and also the people close to them (friends, family, etc.);  

 Highlighting local success stories from individuals, couples, organizations, and 
community leaders that are making change around LGBT rights, marriage 
equality, and immigration equality; 

 Connecting local LGBT rights and immigration rights organizations with each 
other around the intersection of marriage and immigration equality. 

 
Additionally, your screenings are a great opportunity to share the untold history of the 
decades of activism around same-sex marriage and immigration rights that has helped 
lead the way to the upcoming Supreme Court hearing. This can help to invigorate and 
inspire the next generation of change makers, illustrating the importance of remaining 
steadfast and maintaining a long-term commitment to social change.  
 
The Limited Partnership Discussion Guide provides more detailed discussion questions 
and background information that fall within these overarching themes, in addition to 
suggestions on how to identify relevant organizations serving your community.  
 
Framing the Conversation 
Issues around LGBT rights affect audiences of all variations, regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. If your audience primarily consists of heterosexual 
identified individuals, consider ways to encourage them to consider how issues of 
same-sex marriage affect their family, friends, and/or co-workers. Tony and Richard’s 
love story provides an opportunity for audience members to reflect on what they would 
do if they were in their shoes, and facing being separated based on marriage and 
immigration laws.  
 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/itvs.cinema/limited-partnership_discussion.pdf
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Community Cinema’s Facilitator Guide provides helpful tips and suggested ground rules 
for fostering an environment where audiences feel safe, encouraged, and respected so 
that they can open up and engage in productive dialogue with one another around 
issues that are often emotional. A thorough review of the discussion guide will support 
your facilitator in understanding how to approach the conversation if they are unfamiliar 
with the issues in the film; the background information in the guide provides helpful 
context for understanding the history of LGBT and immigration rights movements and 
court cases that have led up to our current point in time.  
 
Potential Partners and/or Speakers to Consider 
Review the “Topics and Issues Relevant to Limited Partnership” and the “Resources” 
sections of the Discussion Guide, and consider the following ideas for types of potential 
partners and/or speakers to reach out to: 
 

 GuideStar has a robust catalogue of contact information for non-profit 
organizations across the country, searchable by keyword, city, and/or state. Find 
relevant local non-profit organizations near you by searching for “LGBT,” 
“immigration,” “marriage,” and/or other related keywords: 
http://www.guidestar.org/AdvancedSearch.aspx  

 If you are a returning Community Cinema partner, consider engaging partners 
that you collaborated with for your screenings of The New Black and/or Love 
Free or Die 

 Local LGBT organizations, such as: 
o The Gay-Straight Alliance Network has a national directory, find a GSA 

contact in your state: https://www.gsanetwork.org/national-directory  
o Find a local chapter of Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 

Gays (PFLAG): http://pflag-chapter-map.herokuapp.com/#  
o See if there are HRC activities near you: http://www.hrc.org/states  
o See if there is an Equality Federation member organization in your state: 

http://equalityfederation.org/members  
o Local LGBT community centers 

 Local immigration organizations, such as: 
o Find a local affiliate of the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. 

(CLINIC): https://cliniclegal.org/affiliates/directory  
o See if there is a United We Dream group near you: 

http://unitedwedream.org/groups/ 

 Local civil rights and liberties organizations, such as:  
o Find a local ACLU affiliate: https://www.aclu.org/affiliates  

 Gender and/or Sexuality Studies, Immigration Studies, and Law 
departments/professors at local community colleges and universities  

 Explore Meetups (http://meetup.com/) as a strategy to expand audience outreach 
efforts.  

 
 

http://itvs.cinema.s3.amazonaws.com/cc_facilitator_guide.pdf
http://www.guidestar.org/AdvancedSearch.aspx
https://www.gsanetwork.org/national-directory
http://pflag-chapter-map.herokuapp.com/
http://www.hrc.org/states
http://equalityfederation.org/members
https://cliniclegal.org/affiliates/directory
http://unitedwedream.org/groups/
https://www.aclu.org/affiliates
http://meetup.com/
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Suggested Audience Discussion Question 
After the film screening, have your moderator or facilitator ask your audience to turn to a 
neighbor sitting near them to discuss the following question. After a few minutes of 
discussion, invite a few audience members to share their responses. 
 
What lengths would you be willing to go to, or sacrifices would you be willing to make, 
for the person you love?  
 
#LimitedPartnership Social Media Campaign 
All Community Cinema Producing Partners are encouraged to share highlights and 
photos of their events via social media using the hashtag #LimitedPartnership, which 
is already displayed on the on-screen broadcast image we provided you on the DVD 
and is available to download at http://communitycinema.org/screening-tools#limited-
partnership. Independent Lens’s social media channels will also share select event 
highlights that you post! 
 
Engagement Strategies Beyond a Panel 
Brainstorm innovative ways to have audience members engage with the issues 
discussed and interact with one another at your event. For example: 
 

 Host a wedding reception! Celebrate the marriage of Tony Sullivan and Richard 
Adams, and also the love of all couples everywhere regardless of nationality, 
gender, or race. You could have a blank piece of butcher paper and colorful 
markers at your event, so audience participants can each contribute a sentence 
to a community wedding vow. Or have a guest book for participants to sign, 
writing a message for Tony and Richard about their thoughts on the film and 
event. There may be opportunities to collaborate with local LGBT organizations 
to include this reception as part of their activities leading up to LGBT Pride Month 
in June! Consider exploring if any local bakeries might donate a cake in 
exchange for visibility at the event, or if any local LGBT and/or immigration 
organizations have any small giveaways or resources that can used as wedding 
favors.  
 

 Encourage your participants to use the new StoryCorps app 
(https://storycorps.me/) to record stories and conversations at your event around 
what love means to them. You can get everyone warmed up to the idea by 
having your panelists use the app to respond to a short question while on stage. 
The app features recommended interview questions across different themes and 
categories, see the section on “Love & Relationships.” You are also free to create 
your own unique interview questions! Don’t forget to add the keywords “Limited 
Partnership” and “Independent Lens” to your interview once submitted. 
 

http://communitycinema.org/screening-tools#limited-partnership
http://communitycinema.org/screening-tools#limited-partnership
https://storycorps.me/
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 Show where your state stands on LGBT rights. You can project on-screen your 

state’s information around these issues through online state-based resources 
from the HRC (http://www.hrc.org/state_maps) or Lamba Legal 
(http://www.lambdalegal.org/states-regions).  
 

 Project on-screen a timeline of the milestones around same-sex marriage. The 
Pew Research Center has a visual timeline that covers the past 20 years: 
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/02/09/same-sex-marriage-state-by-state/. Stop at 
a few key points in time, and ask your audience to reflect on what was going on 
in their life at that time? What were their thoughts on same-sex marriage then? 
Have their views changed at all since then? If so, how and what caused that 
change? What do they think the future years on this timeline will look like?  

 
Pre-Event Planning Meetings 
We highly recommend that before your event you convene a series of planning 
meetings or calls with your partner organizations. This will help to collaboratively 
establish objectives for the screening, and discuss different outcomes each group would 
like to see. This is also a valuable time to discuss local nuances or particular 
sensitivities that should be considered in facilitating the post-screening conversation. 
Additionally, if you are reaching out to communities to participate that are not part of 
your typical audience demographic, it is pivotal to include leaders from these 
communities from the onset to build trust, buy-in, and to stay true to a collaborative 
approach.  
 
Keep in mind that finding a neutral and experienced facilitator or moderator is also a key 
element in maintaining a safe space for all individuals to participate, and ideas of who 
might fill this role can be brainstormed during these meetings. 

http://www.hrc.org/state_maps
http://www.lambdalegal.org/states-regions
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/02/09/same-sex-marriage-state-by-state/

